Applications of gastrointestinal endoscopy in infants and children.
Gastrointestinal endoscopy has become an integral part of defining and treating gastrointestinal disease in children. Premalignant conditions that have been identified by endoscopy with histologic evaluation include Barrett's esophagus, juvenile polyposis coli, generalized juvenile polyposis, familial polyposis, Gardner's syndrome, and Turcot's syndrome. Advances in endoscopic instrumentation has allowed successful endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) to be performed in infants and children. Therapeutic ERCP has been performed to remove stones, ligate strictures, and place stents. This review focuses on selected advances in gastrointestinal endoscopy and related diseases.